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ANNUAL NEWSLETTER

SLEUTHS,

HAPPY 2013! This year’'s annual newsletter has some sneak peeks

from several licensees and then your handy mornithof what's
coming out and when—I posted a wrap up blog on Faabout our
group, our future, and what | do—it's copied at #med of this
newsletter. | don't have a lot of information oa #nd of the year by
press time as is the usual case, but any andwadl ard updates will
be added to my website and my Nancy Drew Blog thhowt the
year:

www.nancydrewsleuth.com
nancydrewsleuths.blogspot.com

This year for ouannual conventionwe are in Boston, MA - May 28

- June 2.The Secret of the Woodémady andThe Case of the
Vanishing Veilare our theme books. View more information at our
website:.www.ndsleuths.com/ndsconventions

2014 will find us in San Diego, CA(dates TBA) for our annual
convention and also our sub-con Sleuth Con, thesesiks

convention. More details on the event will be sHdaseon at our
website:ndsleuths.com/ndsconventions.html

Jenn

WHERE TO FIND US ON THE WEB:

Sleuths Blog

Don't forget our Sleuths Blog! Updates on saleswat Café Press
shop (www.cafepress.com/nancydrewshop ), news ameutbers
and our regional book club gatherings, conventipdates, and
Nancy Drew sightings plus highlights of each issiiehe Sleuthand

more!ndsleuths.blogspot.com

Sleuths Website:

www.ndsleuths.com

Don't forget, oumvebsite has a section just for membenshere you
can find news and clues to the Sleuths, our prejexttivities, and
conventions. A map of member locations by statetuPés and a
report of our 2010 Florida/Bahamas convention hedothere.

Sleuths on Twitter & Facebook:
Check us out on Facebook:

www.facebook.com/nancydrewfans
www.facebook.com/nancydrewsleuths

Nancy Drew Twitter:
www.twitter.com/nancydrewfans
Nancy Drew Pinterest

www.pinterest.com/nancydrewsleuth

kil

Our official line of merchandising can

J be found online at our websites and at
Café Press. You'll find a huge variety of
art styles at Café Press in our Nancy
Drew Shop on shirts of all kinds, bags, ornamehtgfons and
magnets, mugs, and so much more!
www.cafepress.com/nancydrewshop.

Find our licensed line of leather accessories--hagd, clutch bags,
coin purses, watches, jewelry/charms, party sugpliand
scrapbooking merchandise and crafts at our websites

ndsleuths.com/nancydrewshop
nancydrewsleuth.com/thesleuthshop

We have added a new printable Nancy
Drew party kit, the Nancy Drew &
Friends paper dolls, and 2013 calendars
so check those out.

More items coming soon...

Nancy Drew News & Scoops:

Alicia Klein adds a new style of Taxi Wallet " ||
the collection—their new OWLrecycled seri |
Nancy Drew Taxi Wallets. They're made frc
100% recycled leather and Imagery-imprint
sustainable cotton. Here's a blurb about tl
recycled leather!OWL® recycled leather is

truly unique in the market! No paper, wood or otfikers, just 100%
leather fibers. Leather fibers are bonded togethigh natural rubber
from the rubber tree — no toxic chemicals or hagkles are used in
our leather! We use natural tanning oils and veg&tatannins
derived from tree bark, fruits, leaves and rootkdges and pigments
used are lead free. So only OWL® recycled leathsrthe look, feel,
and aroma of natural, full grain leather. Discouée difference for
yourself!"




Papercutz g NaNGy DR,EW
Tie CLUE CREW

Papercutz continues with it's Clue Cr g
series of graphic novels and releases 2 :
3 this year.

WWW.papercutz.com

Her Interactive

e ™ s
HINNEY PETRUCHN  COLDGERE  CIROLGM HEQNE

Her Interactive will release 2 games this year witlancy
Drew: Ghost of Thornton Hall coming out in Sprin@l3. They also
shared that they are now a part of The Strong MusaiNew York.
http://www.thestrong.org/press/releases/2013/015442r-
interactive-donates-historic-video-game-archivéed

% Moda’s line of Nancy Drew fabric
debuted in December 2012 and is
: selling quickly—it's doubtful that
they will print more, but that could
change in the future. I'll keep you

updated if so. | have some of the
4 fabric for sale in The Sleuth Shop:

www.nancydrewsleuth.com/ndfabric.html.

Simon & Schuster

This year marks the debut of t
new Nancy Drew Diaries serig
which replaces the Nancy Drew G
Detective series, for the 8 to 12 s
Back to 3 person, longer storie
the chums relying more on their w
than technology and with
illustrator, these are eagef gV B oL
anticipated. 4 books will come out
this series this year.

2 New Licensees:

BookBagz

www.facebook.com/bookbagz
www.bookbagz.com

i The Secretin thé 1
| Qld Attic %
i

A new licensee, BookBagz has debuted
some neat bags using Nancy Drew
covers. Retail prices will be
approximately $30 and $60. The large
purse comes with a 44" real leather strap
and antique brass hardware. Interior
£ fabrics will vary, making purses either
one of a kind or limited run. Covers

Is your handbag
as pretty & clever
as you are?

wwwshop-bookbagz,com

featured: TandyHidden Staircas& Shadow RanclGillies: Broken
Locket Nappi:Old Clock, Old Attic, Ringmaster's Secret

Card.Com

The prepaid debit card that's fun to use - comimgns Featuring
Nancy Drew images from popular covessvw.card.com

WHAT TO SLEUTH FOR LIST:

Nancy Drew book/collectible releases/events for201

January 2013 Releases

Alicia Klein : New Taxi Wallet Styles/Colors
Book Bagz:Nancy Drew Book Purses

February 2013 Releases

Nancy Drew Diaries The Curse of the Arctic St&r
Strangers on a Train
Hardy Boys: 70s TV - /Final Season on DVD

March 2013 Releases

Papercutz: Clue Crew #ZSecret Sand Sleuths
Clue Crew: Cupcake Chaos

April 2013 Releases

Nancy Drew's Anniversary. April 28

May 2013 Releases

Nancy Drew Diaries Mystery of the Midnight Rider
Her Interactive: Ghost of Thornton HallSpring Release)
Nancy Drew Convention May 28-June 2

June 2013 Releases

No Clues Here Stay tuned!

July 2013 Releases

Clue Crew: Cooking Camp Disaster

August 2013 Releases

No Clues Here Stay tuned!

September 2013 Releases

Nancy Drew Diaries Once Upon a Thriller



October 2013 Releases

Papercutz: Clue Crew #&Enter the Dragon Mystery
Her Interactive: Game #29

November 2013 Releases

Clue Crew: Secret of the Scarecrow

December 2013 Releases

The Sleuth Shop:2014 Nancy Drew Calendars

MY ANNUAL WRAP UP LETTER
& The Future of Nancy Drew Sleuths:

(Posted Jan. 1, 2013 at nddleuths.blogspot.com)
Nancy Fans,

I've been wanting to sit down and discuss a fewgshiabout our
group and what | do for some time, but have hatt sughirlwind of

a fall/Holiday season that the time to really sl aeflect has escaped
me. Now that we welcome a new year, 2013, it'soasl @f a time as
any to reflect on the past year and look towardiihére.

| started this fan group nearly 13 years ago inilA3000 with a
fellow collector, Gayle, with the creation of ounlime discussion
group, Nancy Drew Sleuths at what is now Yahoo @sofPrevious
to that we had been on an old AOL newsgroup. Duisgoes that
arose there, we created our own discussion grougdafts and
scholars of Nancy Drew to discuss the books, teadesell books,
and get to know each other. As a fan of the NanogwDseries,
having begun to read these books back in the @téslearly 1980s,
| had no idea when | filled out a school survegétond grade and
listed Nancy Drew as my favorite, that here todamme 32 years
later, I'd be doing what | do!

| was always the motivated and organized one--hkineelementary
school that | wanted to be a lawyer and | set@aichieve that goal.
Graduation from high school led to a degree intRealiScience from
Texas Tech and then a law degree from Texas TewotelhsBoth
degrees, not used to this day by my choice :-ak around 1997, that
| got into what I'd call my "collecting" Nancy Drephase. I'd never
gotten rid of my childhood Nancy Drew books asvdd them too
much. I'd parted with other series, but not Nar@lye stayed on a
shelf at my Parent's house until around 1997 whenlaimed them
and my collecting phase began! Adding to childhbodks of yellow
spine picture covers, paperbacks, Nancy Drew Hiesks and
ND/HB Super Mysteries, and an "odd" 2-in-1 bookdsnclueless
about, | had discovered antique versions at dquastore from the
1930s and the rest has been history...

While in law school, | found myself drawn to colfimgy and met
collectors online and discovered eBay. Used bookestisits and
antiqgue malls opened up my world to many versidridamcy Drew
since 1930 that | never new existed! | became fased with the
history of the series and who created it and miedlscs who were
studying that online too. | picked up books abowndy Drew
including The Nancy Drew Scrapbook by the late KaPéunkett-

Powell. | loved it. | discovered series zines fotlectors of these
books and found this so much more fascinating toatracts and tax
law. | had intended to become a prosecutor oncadugted, but |
was led in a different direction as | gave up a tanreer in order to
pursue a hobby and write a book--something manyleedon't

normally dream of doing until retirement age thotlgit has certainly
been changing over the last few years...

After forming our discussion group online, we giieto what is now
our Nancy Drew Sleuths organization complete wittnueal
conventions, a bi-monthly publication The Sleuthyr mnline
discussion group, and my Nancy Drew nostalgia liog
merchandising in The Sleuth Shop and at Café Presd.it all
started one mysterious day back in the spring @f12@&hen 12
members of our discussion group met up in Toledd,t® see the
original Carolyn Keene, Mildred Wirt Benson. Shel heritten the
early Nancy Drew books starting with The SecrethefOIld Clock,
published in 1930 when she was just 24 and waswsiilking 71
years later as a reporter fbine Toledo BladeShe was now 95 years
old. When you think about her age and everythirgdséxperienced
and done throughout the years, this is simply angaZifter members
met with her atThe Bladeand she signed books and answerec
guestions, we began to plan our next meeting f622d on it went
until now all these years later, we'll be having d3th annual
convention in Boston this coming May/June. Anddme ways it all
started with Mildred who upon interviewing me farr@olumn, didn't
like the sound of me being called a "Moderatowak the discussion
group moderator and she wasn't that familiar wittine discussion
groups and decided to proclaim me The Presidethiedflancy Drew
Sleuths. | was flattered but a bit modest about Really, | was just
the discussion group moderator, | said, protestigkly, as she
wrote away on her legal pad with her signaturelbsarpie pen. No,
you're the president she stated, saying, "It sobetter!"

Each year thereafter, we gathered around the goeath year to
celebrate some aspect of Nancy Drew's historyddeing Mildred's
home in lowa or going to New York and New Jerseyste
Stratemeyer Syndicate sites and meet the Stratenfeyely to
bringing classic Nancy Drew books alive that atdrseeal locations
around the U.S. like New Orleans, Phoenix, Chicagmish
Country/PA, and Las Vegas, Charlottesville amohgigplaces. Each
year the organization grew and we formally orgaghizgith
membership, then came the newsletter The Sleutt-eiline then
as a printed edition currently, then merchandisivag we officially
license from owner and publisher Simon & Schust¥e have
brought fans and collectors together from all walkéfe, genders,
races, ethnic groups, and across the world in cafieln of an
independent and brave Sleuth who always daredf wrongs and
seek justice in a villainous world and who inspitedand countless
other millions of fans since 1930 including lawyetstectives, and
even First Ladies and Supreme Court Justices. W dorry about
our politics or our religion when together, we fe@n something we
love which is collecting and reading Nancy Drew #mat has been
the key to our success in large part | think--tHok@gcebook has
certainly thrown a wrench into that now that evieiryg's out on the
table for all to see. In our discussion group ahdwa events and
conventions though, we strive to focus just on yabrew which is
a very safe and sane environment :-) Divided thH®navas when
Nancy Drew creator Edward Stratemeyer was bormdutie Civil
War, united many of us are when it comes to thiecting hobby
which | think is quite fitting! Sometimes it's wharites us that is far
more important and long lasting than what divides u



It is upon that note, that | reflect upon what ve&drdone in the past
and look toward what we do in the future. This peesr, 2012, we
embarked upon something new--Sleuth Con, the gkseon--and
combined it with our annual Nancy Drew conventidvhat this
meant, was that we had our usual Nancy Drew coiorergnd
activities but also added in other girls' and begsies. While there
was plenty of Nancy Drew stuff to do each day,ehgere also other
series represented for fans of those books. | désed some years
ago that many of our members also collect otheéeseto, why not
celebrate them all!'? Sleuth Con was a success andgilixcontinue
for the foreseeable future to have one of thesecenlentions every
other year. Our next will be 2014 in San Diego, Aese Sleuth
Con locations will also allow us a chance from titndime to visit
other parts of the country that may not be tied thbse classic 56
Nancy Drew hardcovers and we can bring in paperbactl spin-off
Nancy Drews too.

We hosted our Nancy Drew Web Con 3 - an online eation/blog
in which people present articles and info to famd they comment
with daily prizes given away. Then all the subndssiare put into a
commemorative booklet printed like The Sleuth. Taak place right
before Sleuth Con.

Six issues ofrhe Sleut#33-38 were published highlighting Burt &
Dave, Nancy on Stage and Screen, Russell H. Tabhakeside
Sleuthing, Monsters, and Wintry Nancy Drew booke/a as many
other topics in addition to those themes. If yonoeaware by now,
The Sleuths quite a labor of love and is put together bysatfyand
features articles from Sleuth members on a vaoitiypics and other
guest writers. We have regular columns too. Weddess on straight
book reviews and more on original content that sofitee zines out
there, we highlight other collector's collectioasid make note of
news and sightings in the Nancy Drew & series baoKd. If you
haven't considered subscribing before, try out &k lissue or a 3-
month subscription and help support the zine! & pioint FY1, only
about 1/5 of our membership actually subscribes aat all
subscribers are members...

| have noticed a trend in the group too toward gisiar discussion
group less and less and more interaction among ®emat
Facebook, so | have tried to keep up with socialiemmore as | have
time. If you're missing posts at the discussiorugr@ome on over to
our Facebook page! Perhaps we can achieve moréalaace in
2013 between the two. But I'm only a "one-womanshizere ) I'll
need more participation from members to do that'vé/also got
Pinterest and Twitter too.

For fans, we saw the end of the Nancy Drew: Gideldéve series
and look forward to seeing the new Nancy Drew Bmgeries debut
this February. A new graphic novel series, NanogviD& The Clue
Crew debuted this year from Papercutz based onctineently
published Clue Crew books with illustrations by tbgendary Stan
Goldberg! Nancy Drew debuted at the NY Comic Cord dn
moderated a panel of Papercutz staff, writers Sairaey and Stefan
Petrucha and artist Stan Goldberg along with Sldatthd Latoski
who is not only a huge Nancy Drew fan but has evbigger (much
much bigger) comic book collection! A second seNahcy Drew
paper dolls came out, Nancy Drew & Friends featumot only
Nancy Drew but Bess, George, Ned, and Togo. Andntloeh
anticipated Nancy Drew Fabric in a plethora ofedyfrom Moda
rounded out the year with its December releaseféimst have been
trying to snatch up--many styles not availableugéquantity due to
only one print run. Get it while you can!

As for my continued business venture and investrivgot Nancy
Drew merchandising--trying to create nostalgia piadd that fans
want featuring a lot of vintage art--I debuted & feew items and
more styles. Including our watches, coin purse/carsiged bags, and
new metal cases that hold cards/money and smai$itedebuted a
new 2013 calendar focusing on the highly colleetiBlameo book
club editions and still offer previous versionssthut not least, | got
our new crafty Drewtique up and running in The 8ieshop which
features hand-crafted items from Sleuth memberarignment as
part of our licensing arrangement with Simon & Skteu All
officially licensed mind you! We have jewelry, bagackets,
bookends and candle holders with more to come hatvthe new
fabric is out! Stay tuned and support your felloeushs!

For myself personally, as | try to continue to fean this hobby not
as a collector but also as a small business (readpdloyee) person
trying to make a living, this past year has bedhdfiits ups and
downs but mostly positive things. | normally trytrto throw my
personal life out there into things too much beedusnow you all
come here for Nancy Drew mostly, but this past yess one of my
harder years in staying on top of all things Nabecgw for mostly
good but also more difficult times too. Personallyas able to
collect some things for my collection that | hadimind before--some
first printing Nancy Drews at very reasonable psitige the first
printing of The Secret of Shadow Ranch in origidabt jacket to
simpler books like paperbacks | needed firsts atber art to picture
cover formats | was interested in. I've added s&8%)s TV show
memorabilia and odds and ends of paper ephemeradueagitising
items | like to find that are unusual. | also paséd a scrapbook on
eBay from a longtime Nancy Drew collector that hzeny articles
and correspondence with other collectors over #ss/that's quite
fascinating and which I'll share more with you lire tfuture. | even
tackled new ways to organize my collection moredfiely and get
things out of storage containers--party becausedngention was
local for me and people would be visiting the ocfilen and | wanted
to get it more visually appealing and accessitiege to share more
of that soon. I've also been trying to document t@ahke photos of
everything in the collection to put up online bbatis a tedious
process.

Getting ready for Sleuth Con/Nancy Drew Con wagyipu don't
think people realize sometimes just how time corisgrit is to put
on a convention and the amount of planning thasdo®® it. Don't
get me wrong, | love doing it clearly :-) We're takking weeks of
planning or days, we're talking months and montis®metimes 8 to
10+ hour days, seven days a week. It truly is aralf love for the
amount of turnout we get. With a terrible sinusatfon setting in
right as Sleuth Con was to commence in March, whiatprone to
when run-down, | have to thank my Sleuth Chumsérslfike Sleuth
Gina, Kelly, Meredith, Christine, and Mary who fgatepped in and
helped me get through it this year! Especially Gitv came in early
and got all those little busy work items and detiors and mystery
stuff done that can be so time consuming evemas Wwriting and re-
scripting our mystery weekend skits down to theeWit's a group
effort and | must thank everyone who helps oubhas¢ events. The
Keelines were a great help as well in my planningleuth Con this
year and | appreciated all they did prior to andirduthe event!
Taking on the Web Con 3 right before Sleuth Con witiser a
brilliant strategy or insanity but | made it thrdutipat as well ;-)

Following Sleuth Con, | spent the next few monthspping up
convention duties--yes a lot to do even afterwasiisging down on
projects and tackling new ones--I seem to prefdtiftasking which



can be good and bad! | met up with some of the shinroledo, OH
in September for some fun and research. I'm fingdiiting back to
writing the books I've been working on for so loftchas been hard
over the last few years to do that with everyttetgpe | do with this
group, so I've made it my goal for the next yeagedthose things
accomplished once and for all! That also led teaesh in NYC
while | was there for the NY Comic Con Nancy DreanEl and | was
able to get most of the research if not all | waled from the library
there for the books, so that was a great reliefandided a sense of
accomplishment.

At the same time, | also run another party busind&stage
Halloween, which is my other collecting interesough it's not
something | collect near as much as Nancy Drewdrik | collect
anything Nancy Drew, | only collect certain vintddalloween items.
This greatly helps me pay back my law school stuttem drudgery
and other bills, so | find myself having to keepwith this each year
even as other things push me in other directiomehByear this
business which is mostly selling vintage and repotion and vintage
style Halloween has grown and it picks up each &ayruns through
October--one reason our conventions have gone tmekspring
schedule the last several years as | got to wheseltn't do both in
the fall. Between the Halloween business of whighdlso the sole
employee, the ongoing Nancy Drew Sleuths stuff ahd
merchandising, the planning of my annual Nancy Dradloween
party, our AZ Sleuths book discussion group's 6etings a year and
other parties, trips to Toledo and then the triN¥C, by November,
| don't think | had a bedtime earlier than 3 anéon the last few
months. Since November, when | thought | mightcae and wind
down a bit, my father was in the hospital for 3§laith a head
injury and other issues, so things didn't get eatliey got worse. |
am an only child, so | don't have brothers aneégsdtcan rely on to
take care of things unfortunately when I'm busyjtsoall on me
which can be good and bad. | also had to taketbedinances of my
parents while my Dad was in the hospital which wasere
complicated than | anticipated as I'm not savvyuastincks and IRAs
and what not. So it's been a very busy, trying, emhplicated 6
months which brings me to my final thoughts on wehee all stand
as a group in the future and the business.

THE FUTURE OF NANCY DREW SLEUTHS:

It's a lot for one person to manage a group, ptarventions (with
needed help from members thankfully), edit and ighliThe Sleuth
keep up with merchandising--creating, investingibgy listing,
selling, packaging, shipping, social media
(Twitter/Facebook/Pinterest/Blogs), it's really mahan a full time
job and unfortunately it's not been a very highipgyob for all the
work involved. But, it's been my choice alone tothis and it's my
labor of love and what | love doing, so I've con#d to do that over
the last few years but it does get harder as os@agiag parents and
aging pets. We lost our 16 year-old lab Dixie tl@ar after a year of
very difficult management and intensive home caostiy done by
myself which added to things--so when things affecdit in my life

it can carry over to the group since I'm in chavfeverything. This
resulted this year in several delayed issuedtod Sleuth later
planning and organization on the 2013 conventich g forth. It
might be well and good to find a Jenn 2.0 who calp falleviate
some of this when needed, but who can take ona laftdove on a
daily/weekly basis as | do and be able to put dffielan general from
time to time as needetim not sure how easy that might be to do
though...

But as much time as | have spent on regular pmjectspecial
projects like our Web Con, there has also beenctoifeof small
turnout and support from this membership (over B@dnbers and
over 150 Jr. Detective Squad members) which adtezral years, can
weigh more heavily on a person. There have beee seatly fun and
great ideas and projects (some inspired by andestied by you) and
Blog parties and so forth that have resulted aftech hard work and
planning into not much interest from fans--and $ume the reasons
for that are varied, but I'd rather expend thatmermergy and time on
less things than too many things, if that makessemse. | feel I'm
just getting spread way too thin (wish that waerditly so!) on things
with not enough time in the day to get all thatinvdone. Sometimes
things have to give a little. | could be practicitayv far more
comfortably and be more economically sound, buamtto continue
on this path a little longer to see how succedsislgroup and the
business can become. We are a niche market buerysnostalgia
driven. There may be things | can no longer comrtittudo without
more help and some things--like our Web Cons--whiehbn't do any
more of at least not this year, unfortunately. Wen'tvbe having a
Web Con 4 this year, it really wasn't ever verylgepported and
was too immense an amount of work.

For me, trying to parcel time and projects in orbeget some things
accomplished in 2013, may mean a reduction in ptsjand some
reorganization to get things done. | hope I'll hgoer support in that
and we'll just take it day by day and month to rhoiow that my
father is home from the hospital and improving gyedam back to
tackling our convention plans for 2013 with greatlz trying to
organize a schedule for writing on my books, andking to tie up
loose ends and projects as well as focus on my leatth which
needs a reboot! The merchandising continues a's tinaw | try to
make my living so that's not something that care giittle, but |
hope to come up with items that continue to insginel spark
nostalgia for fans. | might be open to a new editoirhe Sleuttand
certainly for more volunteers to take on projeafziate our Social
Media more frequently and re-energize the discasgioup, and add
new ideas to the mix! I'm not scaling back a lothas time, but
something really has to give as the pace I've la¢dar the last 6
months can't realistically continue on indefinitdlgm a very positive
person and very motivated so, never fear, we withyé on and see
what comes of everything :-)

A very Happy & Healthy New Year to you all for 20&Bas we say,
Happy Drew Year!

--Jenn:)




