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“Some people are accident-prone, Kim, but so help me,
n LTI TR T 5 you're adventure-prone.” So said Dan Aldrich to his daughter,
% .5 Kim Aldrich, at the beginning of Miscalculated Risk, the first
R I |00k in the four-book series published by Whitman between
RISA = 1972 and 1974. Written by Virginia Bleecher McDonnell
;N o "'"-i-l-‘ﬂ" (probably better known for her writing the Nurses Three series
under the pen name of Jean Kirby) under the pen name of
“Jinny McDonnell,” the series of mysteries takes young Kim
Aldrich from one danger to another as she seeks to help those
around her.
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Kim is a young secretary at World at Large Insurance
Company (a/k/a WALCO), where she works in the legal
department under Mr. Rydell. She is the youngest of three
children — her older brother, Tom, is a co-pilot with Panoramic
Airline, and her older sister, Cindy, is a nurse. Her father is an
FBI agent, always away on one mission or another. Kim often is left to her own devices
with the assistance of Gerta, the plump family housekeeper who has lived with the
Aldrich family since the death of Kim's mother some time ago.

Kim is quite the skilled young lady — educated at Miss Axminster’s school of
secretarial skills, experienced with judo, having top notch swimming abilities learned
from the Red Cross, proficient in sky diving, skin diving, and even in flying two and four
engine planes! Despite all these skills, Kim has a tendency to let her imagination run
wild, creating scenarios in her mind from the unbelievable to the downright scary — and
in some instances, such scenarios have saved her life, while in others have given her
unnecessary frights!

Kim is also no stranger to love. In each book, Kim has a different love interest, a
different man to whom she finds herself immediately attracted. Sadly, each man never
goes beyond one book - while the previous mysteries are mentioned, the love interest
from the prior book is conveniently left out.

MISCALCULATED RISK (1972) was the first book in the series. When a young
boy falls on the rocks at the public beach in Neadham. A lawsuit for half a million
dollars is filed, and the town commissioner is determined that WALCO will not settle.
Kim begins to suspect something is amiss when a photograph of the area shows newly
erected fence with postings to keep out — a fence she knows was not there before.
When she meets the young boy, who is now in a wheelchair, as well as the attorney for
the young boy and his parents, Kim knows that she must uncover the truth. Someone is
perpetrating a fraud — is it the parents of the child, looking to gain money? Is it the town
commissioner, covering up his own crimes? Is it the attorney she is falling for — is he
using her for inside information? Kim searches desperately for the missing piece to the
puzzle that will uncover the truth once and for all — and takes a miscalculated risk that
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ends up with her being kidnapped and left to die! (Love interest —
Andrew Hill)

&1 A KIM ALDRIGH MYSTERY

SILENT PARTNER (1972) was the second book in the
series. After the events in the first book, Kim decides a vacation is
in order, and heads to the little Alpine town of Alpenschloss —
where she meets Jim Winthrop, an intriguing man who has a
young boy (12 y/o) named Roby with him. When she is using a
video camera to film the two new men in her life, she inadvertently
films a situation involving other skiers —a man has his poles taken
from him, a chase ensues, and a man is gravely injured! When
the patrolman who is taking the injured man back to the chalet
runs the sled over the edge of a cliff, killing both himself and the
injured man, Kim is thrust into another deadly mystery.

When she finds out that not only Roby, but also Jim, are both deaf, the danger
intensifies, for someone is after the poles that Jim took from the injured man and
instructed Roby to return to the Chalet. Battling deadly snowstorms, a devastating
avalanche, an uncaring father, and a group of drug smugglers using international sign
language to communicate their deadly plans, Kim comes to the aid
of her silent partner in a daring attempt to rescue the kidnapped
PR B Roby and stop the drug smugglers from killing them all! (Love

B interest — Jim Winthrop)

DEEP SIX (1974) was the third book in the series, and this
mystery saw Kim looking to help a young girl whose father is killed.
| His second will provides for the young girl, but it disappears when
| the attorney’s car is stolen who prepared the willl Kim, who
witnessed the theft, finds herself assisting a young reporter who is
:| doing a story on car thieves. Kim finds herself in over her head
once again as she comes face-to-face with a real car thief when
trying to track down the stolen car. Unsure as to whom she can
trust, Kim is kidnapped by the ring of thieves and finds herself cast out to sea with no
hope for survival! She must track down a missing will, expose a ring of car thieves, and
figure out whether or not she can trust this mysterious reporter — all in the hopes of
helping young Gretchen Carter! (Love interest — Colin Ryan)

THE LONG SHOT (1974) was the fourth and final book in the series. Kim is
asked to act as a camp counselor at Camp Algonquin, an old camp that she used to
attend every summer, in order to watch over the daughter of a client of WALCO, who
has been threatened with kidnapping. Kim reluctantly agrees at her boss’ insistence,
and soon discovers that Robin Van Alstyne is a terror to deal with! Constantly running
away, creating trouble, and mocking all around her, Kim begins to think she is in over
her head. She nearly loses the girl before they leave NYC, and then at camp, she
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disappears in the middle of the night!

Robin is nearly abducted on a horse ride when the young
girl takes off ahead of the group, and when the entire cabin goes
on a canoe trip, Kim is worried when three men who are renting a
canoe at the same place keep eyeing Robin. Danger lurks around
'] every corner, and when Robin disappears, Kim and a male
counselor begin a dangerous search — where not only does
someone posing as a ranger trick them, but they discover a body
at the bottom of a well! It’s a race to rescue the young girl before
the kidnapper takes them out as well!

Despite the fact these mysteries are written for young girls, the themes in the
books, ranging from kidnapping to drug smuggling to murder, seem a bit more adult-
oriented, particularly for the time they were written. They are enjoyable reads, however;
certainly worth a read if you get the opportunity!
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